EVELYN ALIAS SHANTI DEVI

EVELYN'S LETTER TO HER SISTER S SON   ABOUT
HER FAMILY

SEPT.23, 1963
Dear Stanford:

Your mother wrote me you are interested in
learning something about your grandparents on the
maternal side, and I will tell you rather briefly a few facts
about their lives. My father and great grandfather, was born
in London ,England on Dec. 3,1848 and was named
Lamartine Cavaignac Trent, after the French poet
Lamartine and French general Cavaignac, both of whom
were famous at that time as leaders of the French
revolution. "Mart" as he was called, and later, "L. C."was
one of a family of nine children, whose father died when
he was quite young, leaving his mother a widow. She had
a hard time and her young son wanted to help her, so he
was apprenticed to the master of a sailing vessel as a cabin
boy and shipped out for the United States when he was only
about 11 years old. It took three months to make the
voyage and when he arrived in Boston Harbor he jumped
ship and hid in a tree all night so the ships officers would
not find him. Next day, he was found by two elderly ladies
who took him home, fed and cared for him and sent him to
school. He stayed with them several months and then was
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